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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Merriam Press Military Monograph 37. Second Edition (January 2012).
Memoir by an Army artilleryman from training in the U.S. to service in Africa and Italy with the 35th Field
Artillery. War Memoir Focused On People, Not Fighting. Reviewed by Mark S. Jordan, Mount Vernon News,
Wednesday, March 11, 2009: One day Anthony Catalino s 11-year-old granddaughter asked him if he had ever
been in the war. After briefly confirming to her that he indeed had, he realized that a brief answer didn t really
say much of anything. He decided that there were stories about his four-and-a-half years in World War Il that
needed to be told. Not combat stories, for he never saw direct combat, but instead, all of the oblique, behind-
the-scenes events which still made the war a momentous, life-changing journey. The Mount Vernon resident has
collected his thoughts and some photos in the book, Grandpa s Selective Memories of World War II: An
Artilleryman in Italy, published by Merriam Press. Catalino, a retired social service worker and administrator,
has a sure touch for shaping his anecdotes to reveal the important truths contained in them. For instance,
when he describes the training of his artillery battery, he tells stories, with no rough language censored, about
how confrontational things could get in a group of soldiers from the deep south, New York City, and upstate
New York, such as Rochester, from where Catalino himself came. It was the Civil War again, without the
shooting, or loss of life, Catalino writes, efficiently capturing the tension the young soldiers felt. But at the same
time, Catalino leavens his shrewd psychological insights with humor, such as in the amusing farce...
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