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Choice Option will cover the provision of personal care services to help with the activities of daily living such as
dressing, bathing, grooming, and eating that allow people to be able to live independently. On this score, |
always tell the story about my nephew Kelly, who became paraplegic while serving in the U. S. Navy. Again,
because he was in the military all of his disability functions are paid for by the Veterans Administration. So the
VA pays for his attendant services. He lives by himself in his own home, drives his own van. But his attendant
services on a daily basis allows him to get up in the morning, go to work, operate a small business, pay taxes,
and be a fully contributing member of our society, plus having those contacts and social contacts and
interaction that so many of us just take for granted in our daily lives. Community-based services and supports
allow people to lead these independent lives and have these jobs, and participate in the community. Many will
become taxpayers. Many will participate in civic life. But all will have a chance to make their own choices and
govern their own lives. Today we have gathered a number of distinguished witnesses from the Department of
Justice and CMS, as well as disability advocates who have been in the forefront of making Olmstead a reality. |
will introduce our first panel, but first Ill yield to Senator Enzi for his opening statement. Opening Statement of
Senator Enzi Senator...
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