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indexed. Not illustrated. 1830 Excerpt: .endowed by George Watson, who, aEer, being some time receiver of the
city-s imposts on ale, Teasurer to the Merchant Maiden hospital, and to the Society for propau gating Christ-ain
Knowledge, died a bachelor in 1723. He bequeathed L.12,000 for the maintenance of the children and
grandchildren of the Merchant Compan, who are ap ointed out to trades or professions suitable to their abilities
and inclinations. The building cost L.5000; it is much inferior in architecture to the neighbouring one of Heriot;
the boys have, however, a. better education, better clothing, and are more comfortably lodged. They have also
a larger sum allow: f . ed them when they leave the hospital, and on fitaining the age of 25 years. Maidens
Hospital. There are two hospitals for the maintenance of young females. The first of them is the Merchants
Maiden Hospital, a most splendid edifice, recently erected in the vicinity of the former two, founded in 1695, by
voluntary contributions, for the education and maintenance of daughters of decayed merchants, burgesses of
Edinburgh. In 1707 the governors were created into a corporate body, by act of parliament. Mrs. Mary Erskine,
besides other sums, gave L.l2,0.00 Scots, for purchasing the building in Bristo, lately. occupied by them. There
are generally about 80. girls in the establishment, which are taken in from seven to eleven, and must be
dismissed at the age of seventeen. They are taught English, French, Writing, Arithmetic, ggggraphy, and needle
work. On leaving the...
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