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indexed. Not illustrated. 1816 Excerpt: .given it the name of cyanogen (that is, producing blue). Henceforth
prussic acid must be called hydro-cyanic acid its saline compounds, hydro-cyanates; and the compounds of its
radicle, cyanurets. We wish it were in our power to give an account of the numerous and delicate experiments
by which Gay-Lussac has reduced under the one or the other of these classes the different products of the
action of prussic acid upon bodies, and the properties which he has recognised in them. Let it suffice to say that
Prussian blue rather appears to him a cyanuret of iron containing water than a hydro-cyanate, or to use the
old name, a prussiate. Cyanogen itself possesses peculiar properties. It is a permanently elastic fluid, of the
specific gravity 1-8064, having a peculiar and strong odour, giving a sharp taste to water, and burning with a
purple flame. Water absorbs four times its volume of it, and alcohol 23 times its volume. Its direct analysis gave
the same results as that of hydrocyanic acid, namely one volume of vapour of carbon, and half a volume of
azote. Gay-Lussac has likewise presented to the Class, memoirs on the cold produced by evaporation, and on
evaporation in air of different degrees of temperature and density, in which he expresses by a formula the
result of his experiments. He has, likewise, given a memoir on hygrometry, containing the immediate
consequences of these experiments; but these works not having, in his opinion, acquired that precision...
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