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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .with the Vermilion Coal Company, a new concern under the name of the
Chicago, Wilmington and Vermilion Coal Company. Operations were immediately started on a large scale, all
the product being shipped to Chicago over the Chicago and Alton railroad. In the Vermilion County field mining
on a commercial scale began in 1866 when Wm. Kirkland, Hugh Blankeney and Mr. Graves opened a stripping
mine on Grape Creek. In the Caseyville precinct of St. Clair County the first shaft of the Abby Coal Mining
Company was sunk on the Vandalia line in 1868 by Maule and Williams. The IT. S. Census Beport for 1870 credits
llinois with an output of 2,624,163 tons of coal pro rated among the various counties as follows: Coal Product
Of Illinois In Tons Counties Bureau Christian Clinton Fulton . Gallatin Grundy Henry Jackson Jersey Knox La
Salle Livingston Logan McDonough McLean Macoupin Madison Marshall Menard Mercer Montgomery Peoria
Perry Randolph Rock Island Sangamon Schuvler Scott Shelhy Engineering and Mining Journal. 1874, p. 306.
Year 1870 32,339 60 9,000 22,850 11,600 51,375 62,750 166,800 2,623 97,225 173,864 49,360 17,000 60,750 55,000.7,000
116,924 17 330 17,360 14,040 18,000 6,000 195,400 11,000 127,630 84,500 8.100 2,950 5,700 In 1870 considerable
work was done at the West Vermilion Heights shaft in Vermilion County and through the early seventies the
Grape Creek Coal Company opened up what are now known as the old Grape Creek mines, about four miles
southeast of Danville, midway between Danville and...
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