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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 edition. Excerpt: .should 7 According to Sir W. Hamilton, for example, we are
intellectually necessitated to think that every new phenomenon must have previously existed in anotber
formbut not necessarily in this, that, or the other particular form; for a knowledge of which we are indebted to
experience. 7 In other words, what tbe preceding form of any new phenomena actually was, has been
determined by the Supreme Will, and is, in that sense, arbitrary. God is the proper cause of the antecedent and
consequent forms or phenomena of existence being what we actually find them t0 be. seem to become
philosophers to employ their thoughts (contrary to what some hold ) about the final causes of things, =0 for,
besides that this would prove a very pleasing entertainment to the mind, it might be of great advantage, in that
it not only discovers to us the attributes of the Creator, but may also direct us in several instances to the proper
uses and applications of things 5 and | must confess | see no reason why pointing out the various ends to which
natural things are adapted, and for which they were originally with unspeakable wisdom contrived, should not
be thought one good way of accounting for them, and altogether worthy a philosopher. Thirdly, from what has
been premised no reason can be drawn why the history of nature should not still be studied, and observations
and experiments made--which, that they are of use to...
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