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Summary: "The beauty of The Newlyweds rests in its apparent simplicity. In clear, unfussy prose, this is the story
of a marriage between two people who believe they can carve their own fate. Amina, a thoughtful Muslim
woman, had always dreamed of escaping the deprivations of her life in Bangladesh. George, an engineer, was
keen to settle down, yet he lacked any aptitude for the games of Western wooing. After an epistolary courtship
via a dating website, the two get married and begin a life of slow mutual discovery. Within this straightforward
arc lurk larger ideas: about love, destiny, choices, and the immigrant experience. Freudenberger's gifts as a
writer are in spinning yarns that are engrossing and wise, with just enough suspense to build momentum. . ..
She explores here the sharp contrasts and amusing discoveries of a world glimpsed through foreign eyes [and]
with a light touch, conveys the gamble of choosing one's destiny." - The Economist "Beautiful . . . Strong. [This
is] the story of a 24-year-old from Bangladesh who moves to Rochester, NY, to marry a man she met online for
love. She's never left her home country, and only met her fianc once-but to those around her, the fact that the
marriage is unarranged is the oddest part. The story follows her assimilation into American culture, and her
struggles with establishing her new home, culturally, religiously, psychologically and even sexually. The
commentary on women in modern society, as well as their place overseas, will jolt you into thinking about
gender roles, and the constant tension in discussions about marriage, both arranged and for love, is
provocative. Most importantly, Freudenberger's narrative is also a discovery for her main character, Amina,...
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