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and i by the narrowness of the aperture. These primitive vowels
DOWNLOAD PDF were followed by u, il which are less visible ;from without and
would be later. There are other Chinese vowels found in j=tan, T
ting, W keny, - she, - chio. All these vowels may have been
formed from a by tendency to variation. The modern Chinese o
represents the ancient a. The i of old Chinese as formed by the
convex front of the tongue advancing to very near the palatal
arch is after s, sh, ch, in modern Chinese exchanged for a
peculiar vowel formed by narrowing the orifice between the
tongue and palate. The older o and ii have both become u. So it
is with other vowels. The old have changed into the new. The
lesson taught by studying the ancient sounds and the dialects is
that...
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