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At the Celebration of the Two Hundred and Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Landing of the Pilgrims Surely that
people is happy to whom the noblest story in history has come down through father and mother by the
unbroken traditions of their own firesides. If there be one thing more than another for which we have to thank
God on this anniversary, it is that the tale we have to tell is a familiar household story. The thoughts which are
appropriate to the day are commonplaces. Every generation since the Pilgrim landed here has held his
memory dear. The light of later days, that has dispelled the intellectual darkness of his time, gives new luster
and added nobility to his simple and reverend figure. So far as honor can be paid by the utterance of the lips,
or by the tender affection of the heart, his descendants have never failed in what is due to the Pilgrim. The
faults of other founders of States have not been forgotten. They have been kept alive in human memory, not
only by the jealous criticism of men of other blood, but by the severe judgment of history. The founder of Rome,
the Norman Conqueror of England, the Spaniard in the South, the Cavalier of Jamestown, the settler of the far
West - even the Puritan of Massachusetts - is known in history quite as much by his faults, or by his crimes, as by
his virtues. Puritan and Cavalier, Royalist and Roundhead may be terms of honor or terms of reproach. But the
word Pilgrim is everywhere a word of tenderest association....
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