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Family, Vol. 4 Success in teaching depends largely on an intelligent appreciation of the individual aspect of
human life. The truthfulness of this assertion is too obvious to require justification. At the same time
educational practice has not been influenced sufficiently by the knowledge which a better understanding of
individuality will supply. The following study was undertaken with the desire of satisfying a personal need and in
the hope that some contribution might be made to the knowledge of the conditions which determine character.
In the last analysis the problem involves a consideration of the relative influence of the two most general
factors of biological existence, viz., heredity and environment. It is believed that some of the conclusions
presented throw additional light on certain phases of the relationship between these two factors. The original
material used was supplied almost exclusively by a select body of students under competent supervision and in
response to two questionaires, one asking for information concerning Peculiar and Exceptional Children and
the other relating to the Only Child in a Family. In response to the first a few over a thousand reports were
received, and to the second a few less than four hundred. The following is the first syllabus: I. Think over your
own childhood and consider if you were a striking illustration of any of the following types, and if so, describe
your case: Il. Consider if you have any friends who would come into any of the classes below, and ask them to
describe their own cases. lll. If you have children of your own; or if you are a...
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