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illustrated. 1834 Excerpt: . .. architect Captain W. N. Forbes, Bengal Engineers, on the last day of March, 1824, on
alluvial ground gained from the river, at an average depth of 25 feet below the level of Clive street, or 26 below
the floor of the mint, so that there is more brickwork below the ground than above it. The architecture is
Grecian Doric, the central portico towards the Strand being a copy, on half dimensions, of the temple of
Minerva at Athens. The whole was completed in six years. The machinery comprises five steam-engines, viz. two
of 40 horse, one of 24 horse, one of 20, and one of 14 horse power: the coining presses are capable of striking
300, 000 pieces in. a working-day of seven hours. The steam machinery; the circular cutting presses, the-milling
and the coining apparatus, are by Bolton and Watt: the rolling mills and fine rollers, the lathe-lap and clam for
turning the rollers, and the triturating mills, are by John Rbnnib; while the pouring machinery and furnaces of
the gold, silver, and copper melting-rooms were constructed by Maudslay. The whole cost of the new mint up to
the 30th April, 1833, has been 24 lakhs of rupees, of which 11 lakhs are for the machinery and 13 lakhs for the
buildings. The monthly expenditure, when in full work, may be stated in round terms at 18, 000 rupees. . . ...
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